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LITERATURE REVIEW
1.What is it?
2.Why do we do it?/ Purpose of 
a literature review 
3.How do we do it?/Steps
4. Managing  and organising 
available information.
5. Analysing available literature.

• Fink (2010: 30 ) defines a literature review as 
“ a systematic , explicit, and reproducible 
method for identifying , evaluating, and 
synthesizing the existing body of completed 
and recorded work produced by researchers, 
scholars, and practitioners”.

• When we talk of ‘literature’ in the context of 
a ‘literature review’ we are not referring to 
‘Literature’ as a discipline of study but to 
“articles and books that represent the 
‘leading edge’ of your subject in content and 
method” (Potter, 2002:22).

• To expand on Birmingham’s view of 
literature, it is clear that the literature 
review refers to previous research that is 
related to the topic of your choice.

• Carrying out a literature review thus 
entails “searching for, collecting, 
evaluating and using past research’’ in 
your current research 
project/dissertation/thesis (Birmingham 
26).
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• Literature review plays a very crucial 
part in any research process. Peter 
Birmingham makes an apt 
observation that, “A researcher who 
fails to invest sufficient time and 
effort into investigating others’ 
previous, related work in their 
chosen area of study will be unable 
to make much progress. 

• How can you refine and build upon 
the work of those who have come 
before you if you are not fully aware 
of the efforts they have made and 
the conclusions at which they have 
arrived? (2000:25). The purpose of 
this presentation is to highlight 
critical elements of a literature 
review.

THE PURPOSE OF LITERATURE REVIEW
• In your early stages of research, you are 

likely to be vague and tentative about
• what you really intend to do. That is normal. 

Carrying out a literature review is the
• natural entry point into your research as it 

assists you to;
• a) Limit and define more clearly the topic you 

have chosen to research (Birmingham 27).
• b) Gain adequate knowledge on subject area,

• (i) Knowledge of the major writers and their 
works. This helps you to identify the 
boundaries and borders of your specific area. 
Thus the  end result of the literature review 
is for you “to draw out lessons that are of 
importance to your more tightly defined 
topic” (Potter 23)

• (ii) Determine who has done interesting 
work, as well as the major research issues 
and debates on the topic.
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• Assessing the depth/breadth of the literature 
read.
The right time to write a literature review.
Synthesising the results of literature search.
Paraphrasing your sources, DO NOT 
Plagiarise.

Learning outcomes  that examiners expect 
students to demonstrate from a Literature 
review. 
When and how to use quotations in your 
literature review.

•THEORETICAL 
AND/OR 
CONCEPTUAL 
FRAMEWORKS
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THANK YOU


